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Gauri Agarwal, M.D., F.A.C.P., is the Associate Dean for Curriculum and Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Medical Education, Informatics & Health Data Sciences at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine. 
She has developed, directed, and taught numerous courses at medical school. Dr. Agarwal’s research 
interests are medical education and medical humanities. In 2023, as a Gold Humanism Scholar for the 
Harvard Macy Program, she developed a curriculum on the intersection of artificial intelligence and the 
medical humanities. She recently published the first module on the AAMC’s MedEd Portal on artificial 
intelligence for health professions students, an AMEE guide on implementing medical humanities programs, 
and a research study on AI ethics in NEJM AI.  She is a proponent for thoughtful integration of innovative 
technology in curricula and recently received a NIH grant to implement a virtual reality curriculum for medical 
and nursing students. 

Topic Summary: The HUMANN Project explores how medical education can intentionally cultivate human 
skills such as empathy, observation, communication, and tolerance of ambiguity in an era of artificial 
intelligence and immersive technologies. Through an innovative curriculum integrating AI tools, virtual 
reality, and Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) in a museum-based learning environment, this work examines 
how technology can be deployed to enhance, rather than erode, humanistic patient care. This talk highlights 
evidence-based outcomes, learner reflections, and a scalable model for preparing future health 
professionals to recognize their uniquely human capacities in an increasingly digital world. 
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The HUMANN Project:  
The Humanities Underpinning Machines and 
Artificial Neural Networks 
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